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***Save the Date***  

Annual Meeting Sunday, 

January  29th! 

 
Youôre in the way!!! 

 
And so it goes, every time I get up from my chair and walk to 
the kitchen.  One of our dogs manages to cut me off as I make 
may way towards the counter.  Immediately they are surround-
ing me, around my legs and ñin the wayò!  Or, I begin to walk to 
the back of the house, and sure enough, the result is the 
same...òyouôre in the way!ò  And of course, if I try to go to the 
front door or the back door, ñyouôre in the way.ò Itôs like a  
mantra in the Millsô home.  And itôs not just me either...at any  
moment throughout the day or night, you can hear the echos of 
someoneôs voice ñyouôre in the way.ò 
 
Well, this past month I was trying to spend some quiet time 
with the Lord as I sat in my easy chair...the words were still 
echoing down the hallway and throughout the house ñyouôre in 
the way.ò  And it was then that God spoke to me. 
 
Isnôt it something, how a family pet (or pets) is so other cen-
tered that it can immediately stop whatever it is doing in order 
to follow and be with their master?  And wherever their master 
goes, they not only follow, but make themselves content to stay 
there with their master until the master decides its time to move 
on.  And when the master decides to move on, then watch out, 
because they will follow so closely that they will once again be 
ñin the way.ò 
 
You know, scripture tells us that this was the first name given 
to Christians and the Christian faith: ñThe Way.ò  You can read 
about it in the book of Acts (9:2, 19:9, 19:23, 22:4, 24:14, 
24:22).  And of course, the reason the early Christians were 
given this title, the reason their faith was labeled ñThe Wayò is 
because they were followers of Jesus Christ, who referred to 
himself as ñThe Way.ò The early Christians were all ñ In The 
Wayò! 
 
       Cont...Page 2 
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The question came to me: Am I ñin the way?ò or better yet, am I in ñThe Way?ò  Iôm not so sure.  
Do I wait patiently for my Master?  Do I jump up to follow Him?  Do I stay right with Him?  Do I 
make myself content to wait for Him?  Am I in The Way?  How would Jesus answer that question 
for me...am I in The Way? 
 
Itôs a new year...and my New Yearôs resolution is to be ñin The Wayò...all year long!  I encourage 
you to join me this year!  You can be in ñThe Wayò through fellowship, exercise, reading, studying, 
and keeping the sabbath.  You could even start each new day by being in The Way through Morn-
ing Prayer (pg 80 in the Book of Common Prayer).  Or end each day in The Way by praying  
Evening Prayer (pg 117), or Compline (pg 127).  Be on the lookout for new Bible studies or small 
group gatherings, theyôre coming soon, and you can be ñin The Wayò there, too! 
 
So...what about you?  Are you waiting upon your Master?  Do you follow Him wherever He may 
go?  Are you right there with Him?  Are you in The Way?  If not, what are you willing to do to get in 
The Way? 
 
Letôs be in ñthe Wayò together!   
 
Happy New Years, and please, get in ñThe Wayò! 
 
Fr Eric 
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New Yearõs brings changes on the Church Staff 

 

As you have probably already read in this monthõs Christian Education  

article, Keri Tessmer is stepping down after serving as our coordinator in this 

area for nearly four years.  After much prayer and consideration, the Vestry 

and Fr Eric have decided to combine both the Christian Education and Youth 

Group Coordinator ministries into a single position.  Previously, the Christian 

Education position was a staff position at 10 hours a week and the Youth  

Coordinator position was completely volunteer.  The new position will be 

for 19 hours a week.  We believe this will allow for improved  

communication, improved stewardship of time and talent, and enable a  

synergy to develop between Sunday School and Youth Group as our teens 

can take the academics of Sunday School and discuss the application of those 

lessons during everyday life in Youth Group.   

The Vestry and Fr Eric have appointed an independent search committee 

charged with advertising, interviewing, and selecting the person whom they 

discern is being called by God to this important ministry.  It is important to 

note that to ensure transparency of the hiring process, neither the Vestry nor 

Fr Eric will be further consulted.  Members of the search committee consist of 

representatives from Sunday School teachers, parents, youth, youth leaders 

and the vestry.  Please look forward to reading more about this process from 

the search committee in the near future.  And please keep the search  

committee and those who apply for this ministry in your prayers!  
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 The seasonôs upon us 
The rush and the fun 
As we fly from one store 
To one more, on the run. 
 
This giftôs too expensive 
This oneôs not enough 
(Does anyone really like 
The smell of this stuff?) 
 
Oh, what can I give him? 
(What will he give me?) 
Meôs not into cuff links, 
I canôt afford a PC. 
 
Then, amid all this clamor 
Of glitter and glare 
From somewhere inside me 
Came these thoughts to share. 
 
Remember the wise men 
The gifts they did bring 
Did they struggle and ponder 
To find just the right thing? 
 
One wise man brought gold 
Many kings ót would entice 
Was it hard to give up 
As he considered its price? 
 
The king who brought myrrh, 
Did he ache deep inside 
To bring such a gift 
\as for one who had died? 
 
The other brought frankincense 
A fragrance so rare; 
Did he think it a waste 
ñmidst the smells that were there?ò 
 
No, I think, in their wisdom 
They were wise, you know- 
They sought after Godôs Choice 
His purpose to show. 
 
For each gift was given 
With meaning and sight 
A picture of Jesus 
Our true Christmas LIght. 

I long for that wisdom 
That comes from above 
To capture that marvelous 
Vision of love. 
 
That each of my children 
Their eyes shining bright 
Will see past the storefronts 
To the stable that night. 
 
To the wee Baby Jesus 
Asleep on the hay 
Our Fatherôs own love that 
Came gift-wrapped that day. 
 
Oh may I remind them- 
Oh, let me recall 
Each hour, each moment 
The scene in that stall: 
 
The face of young Mary, 
Perhaps pale and spent 
Did she fumble in caring 
For the gift sheôd been sent? 
 
And did Joseph wonder 
Just how he would show 
Godôs very own life-blood 
A manôs way to grow? 
 
Did they wish they had more 
To give to this child? 
Who gave without taking 
Truly meek, truly mild? 
 
Lord, let me share good gifts 
With my children this year 
Hug-times, and laughter 
And freedom from fear. 
 
But most of all, Jesus 
Asleep on the hay 
Our Fatherôs own love that 
Came gift-wrapped that day. 
 
Kathryn J. Burchell 
December 8th, 1987 
San Vito Dei Normanni, Italy. 

The Gift 
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 Discover the Difference  
 
What makes us Episcopalians?  How are we different 

from the Roman Catholics, the Lutherans, or the Pente-

costals?  What DO we believe?  If you cant answer these 

questions, you need to Discover the Difference!   

Discover the Difference is a 14 week class offered on Sunday mornings from  

9-9:45am beginning on the 15th of January.  In this class the basics of the  

Episcopal faith are presented as well as the history, worship, and polity  of the  

Episcopal Church.  This class is required for those wishing to be Confirmed or  

Received into the Episcopal Church.  You might also call this Remember the  

Difference  as this class serves as a great refresher to those who want to brush up 

a little!  Ages 16-adult are welcome.  Please sign up on the Christian Education  

bulletin board in Miller Hall. 

 

 
 
 
 

Survey of the Old Testament  
 
Are you intimidated by the Bible?  Do you know 

where all those stories come from that we learned 

long ago in Sunday School?  Then this class is for 

you.  Can you find the book of Exodus?  What 

about the book of Hezekiah?  Who was first...David, 

Moses, Noah, or Job?  How many of each kind of 

animal did Moses take on the ark?  For the answers 

to these and many more questions, you will want to come to this class.  Sue Mills 

will be leading our Adult Forum each Sunday beginning on January 15th in Miller 

Hall, from 9-9:45am.  Please sign up on the Christian Education bulletin board in 

Miller Hall. 
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Epiphany Greetings my Brothers and Sisters, 

The date of the annual parish meeting is rapidly approaching (Sunday, 29 January).  I wanted 
to take this moment to encourage each of us to consider nominations to serve on the  
vestry.  While the current vestry is providing several nominations, we strongly encourage 
ȰÎÏÍÉÎÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÆÌÏÏÒȱȢ  Nominations from the floor should be taking place right now to 
allow possible nominees to provide the parish with opportunity to read their biography and 
ÌÅÁÒÎ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÎÏÍÉÎÅÅȭÓ ÇÉÆÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÁÌÅÎÔÓȢ  Waiting until the day of the annual meeting will 
not allow the parish to learn about the gifts and talents of the nominee. 

Please remember the Canons of the Church require vestry nominees to be an adult  
communicant in good standing. In essence, this means the individual must be 16 years of age, 
and have been faithful in weekly Sunday attendance (unless for good cause prevented), and 
have been faithful in working, and praying, and contribute regularly to the support of the 
Church according to the appointed methods of the local congregation (known to the T 
reasurer). 

7Å ×ÉÌÌ ÁÌÓÏ ÎÅÅÄ ÔÏ ÅÌÅÃÔ ÄÅÌÅÇÁÔÅÓ ÆÒÏÍ 3Ô !ÎÎÅȭÓ ÔÏ ÒÅÐÒÅÓÅÎÔ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÒÉÓÈ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ $ÉÏÃÅÓÁÎ 
Convention.  The canonical requirements for delegates are the same as for vestry nominees 
(adult communicants in good standing).  To nominate an individual: 

1.  Gain their consent for nomination.  

2.  Forward your nomination to any current vestry member or to the church office  
IMMEDIATELY.  

3.  Please remember the person you nominate must meet the canonical requirements 
(described above) or they cannot be considered for election. 

The vestry serves an important ministry in our parish.  They are responsible for the financial 
well being (stewardship) of the parish and charged with maintaining the building and 
grounds.  Without either of those important functions being accomplished, we would not be 
ÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÓÅÅ ÔÈÅ ÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÙ ÔÁËÉÎÇ ÐÌÁÃÅ ÁÔ 3Ô !ÎÎÅȭÓ ÔÈÁÔ 'ÏÄ ÈÁÓ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ ÕÓ ÔÏ ÁÃÃÏÍÐÌÉÓÈȢ 

I strongly urge each of us to consider vestry nominations as well as delegates to our diocesan 
convention.  

May the Light of Christ be manifest in you, and your lives be a light to the world, 

Fr Eric 
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Secret Saints 
 

 

What a glorious Advent and Christmas season we enjoyed!  God smiled...a lot.  Each 

week new decorations and new greening took place in the church as we grew in antici-

pation of the Nativity...and God smiled.  Special care was given to cleaning and  

preparing the church, even all the precious metals were given attention and polished 

brightly...and God smiled.  Many prepared musical offerings, practicing countless hours 

before standing before the parish to offer up their gift of music...and God smiled.  Extra 

hours were dedicated by some of the parish to ensure that the needy of our community 

received food stuffs from the food pantry just in time for Christmas...and God smiled.  

So many of the parish selflessly gave of themselves to make our worship a sacrifice of 

praise with excellence...and God smiled.   

 

Merry Christmas, Happy New Year, and Happy Epiphany! 
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From the Senior Wardenéééé.. 

Greetings All, 

First let me wish you all a happy and blessed New Year. We here at St. Anne's have certainly 

been blessed this year and for many in the past. 

Continuing with the theme, if you will, of "being blessed", I would like to share with you some 

of the blessings I have encountered and experienced during the past two years of being your 

Senior Warden. 

Foremost is the opportunity of working with the members of the vestry. These people give of 

their time and talents like no other group I've ever worked with. They give so much more than 

the two hours or so each second Tuesday evening of the month. They do a lot of behind-the-

scenes things that keep St. Anne's afloat. Their ideas, challenges and sharing at meetings are the 

very things that get us through crises and on to bigger and better things for the parish.  

Continued success in all your endeavors. You have been a blessing. 

Next, for me, has been the support staff. Chad is a true ambassador for St. Anne's. He's cordial 

to all who enter our doors. He is a real "Jack of all trades" in what he does around the building. 

Bobbi, on the other hand, has picked up the ball and run with it in all office matters. She has 

accepted challenges and changes in that area with grace and her ever-present smile. I hope she 

will be a fixture there for years to come. I have been blessed to work alongside of both of you.  

As far as groups go, I can't say enough about all the ministry people who are constantly "doing" 

around the church. To try to name them all would be hard. For sure I would miss one, but 

thanks to all for your unending efforts. You are a blessing to all. 

To all of the parishioners of St. Anne's, you have been a blessing. Your encouraging words, 

words of thanks, questions, challenges and smiles have been the things that have spurred on my 

ministry as Sr. Warden. All of this has been a blessing in both my spiritual and personal life. 

The last two blessings  belong to two special people. First, to Fr. Eric for his council, his  

foresight, his Love of the Lord and his friendship which have all blessed my time in office. Many 

hours of prayer, discussion, sweat and travel during the calling process have brought us together 

via the hands of the Lord and I hope that will be for a long, long time.  

Finally, I give thanks for the blessing of my wife, Peg. The hours away from home doing church 

"stuff", going to meetings before, during and after regular church time, checking out building 

and grounds activities, and the list goes on, have not always been easy for her. But, she always 

said I was doing the Lord's work and never hesitated to have me go. She has been a true  

blessing in my life. 

Well, I hope this doesn't sound too much like an obituary, but I really wanted to take some 

time to say thanks. My life, and time as your Sr. Warden, has really been blessed. And to the 

new Sr. Warden, whoever that may be, be sure to count those blessing as you do God's work 

here at St. Anne's. 

Blessings to all. 

                        John 
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From the Treasureréééé.. 

As of November 30, 2011 

4ÒÅÁÓÕÒÅÒȭÓ 2ÅÐÏÒÔ  

Our revenue slipped in November and we came in at 60% of our budgeted ex-
pectation.  We are behind for the year by $24,000.  I expect to have a good  
December as has been true in the past, so we will see how we end up the year.  
We are keeping good control over our expenses as usual, and cash flow is still 
ÁÃÃÅÐÔÁÂÌÅȢ   7ÅȭÌÌ ÓÅÅ ÙÏÕ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ .Å× 9ÅÁÒȢ  0ÌÅÁÓÅ ÐÌÁÎ ÏÎ ÃÏÍÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ  
Annual Meeting on January 29.  We will have a chance to  
discuss 2011 and the prospects for 2012 at that time. 

  Actual Budget % of Budget 

Revenue:       

 Collections $251,890 $275,411 91.46% 

 Other     8,824     10,943 75.15% 

  Total 260,714 286,354 91.05% 

        

Expenses:       

 Compensation   181,522 187,777 96.67% 

 Other 99.850 105,228 94.89% 

  Total 281,381 293,005 96.03% 

        

Net $(20,658) $(6,651)   

Endowment draw 12,000 6,651   

Net $(  8,658) $        -0-   
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Christian Education  

From the Christian Education Coordinatoréééé.. 

Some of you may know that I live really close to the church.  I live right by De Pere High school and drive 

ÂÙ 3ÔȢ !ÎÎÅȭÓ ÏÆÔÅÎȢ  /ÎÅ ÁÆÔÅÒÎÏÏÎ ÉÎ *ÕÌÙ ΨΦΦή ÁÓ ) ÄÒÏÖÅ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÕÒÃÈ ÔÈÅ ÓÃÒÏÌÌÉÎÇ ÍÁÒÑÕÉÓ ÃÁÐÔÕÒÅÄ 

ÍÙ ÁÔÔÅÎÔÉÏÎȢ )Ô ÁÄÖÅÒÔÉÓÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ 3ÔȢ !ÎÎÅȭÓ ×ÁÓ ÌÏÏËÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÆÉÌÌ ÔÈÅ ÐÏÓÉÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ $ÉÒÅÃÔÏÒ ÏÆ #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ -ÉÎÉÓȤ

tries.  I had already known this because it had been in the Sunday bulletin for weeks.  This position had 

ÂÅÅÎ ÏÐÅÎ ÆÏÒ ÈÉÒÅ Á ÆÅ× ÔÉÍÅÓ ÏÖÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÙÅÁÒÓ ÓÉÎÃÅ ) ÈÁÄ ÒÅÔÕÒÎÅÄ ÔÏ 3ÔȢ !ÎÎÅȭÓ ÉÎ ΧίίίȢ  4ÈÅ ÔÈÏÕÇÈÔ ÈÁÄ 

crossed my mind over the years to consider this job it but it was always a fleeting moment and I never 

truly entertained it.  Something happened to me that afternoon as I drove by the marquis. A voice told me 

that I should apply for it.  I was momentarily in disbelief. Me?  Really? Historically I was not always the 

best at listening to direction from God and most times when He was giving me direction I questioned and 

ÎÏÔ ÁÌ×ÁÙÓ ΧΦΦϻ ÓÕÒÅ ÉÆ ÉÔ ÒÅÁÌÌÙ ×ÁÓ ×ÈÁÔ (Å ×ÁÎÔÅÄ ÍÅ ÔÏ ÄÏȢ  )Ô ×ÁÓÎȭÔ ÔÈÅ ÃÁÓÅ ÔÈÉÓ ÔÉÍÅȢ ) ×ÁÓ ÖÅÒÙ 

certain that I was supposed to apply for job and did so immediately.  I knew that no matter what, when I 

ÁÐÐÌÉÅÄ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÊÏÂ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÆ 'ÏÄ ÔÒÕÌÙ ×ÁÎÔÅÄ ÍÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÉÓ ÃÁÐÁÃÉÔÙ ÁÔ 3ÔȢ !ÎÎÅȭÓ ÔÈÁÔ ) ×ÏÕÌÄ ÇÅÔ ÔÈÅ ÊÏÂ ÁÎÄ ÉÆ 

(Å ÄÉÄÎȭÔȟ ÁÎÄ ) ÓÏÍÅÈÏ× ÍÉÓÉÎÔÅÒÐÒÅÔÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÖÏÉÃÅȟ ÔÈÁÔ ) ×ÏÕÌÄ ÎÏÔ ÇÅÔ ÔÈÅ ÊÏÂȢ  )Ô ÔÒÕÌÙ ×ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÌÅÁÓÔ 

stressful job interview I have ever been through as I knew it was all in His hands.  I am guessing that this 

may have had a little to do with my friend, the Holy Spirit!  As you all know, I did get the job.  I have been 

reminded time and time again throughout the past 3+ years that I was called here and had His work to do. 

)Î ÔÈÅ ÓÁÍÅ ÆÁÓÈÉÏÎ ÔÈÁÔ ) ×ÁÓ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ ÔÏ ÓÅÒÖÅ ÁÔ 3ÔȢ !ÎÎÅȭÓ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎ %ÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎ #ÏÏÒÄÉÎÁÔÏÒȟ ) ÈÁÖÅ 

been called to step away from the position.  It has been something I have been discerning and praying 

about for a period of time.  I have received the clarity and heard the Voice again; my time is done.  With 

this said, January 8th, 2012 will be my last day as the Christian Education Coordinator.  There is a part of 

ÍÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÓ ÓÁÄ ÔÈÁÔ ) ×ÉÌÌ ÎÏ ÌÏÎÇÅÒ ÂÅ ÓÅÒÖÉÎÇ 3ÔȢ !ÎÎÅȭÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÉÓ ÃÁÐÁÃÉÔÙ ÂÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÓÔ ÏÆ ÍÅ ÉÓ ÅÌÁÔÅÄ ÁÎÄ ÁÔ 

peace because I have finished what God has called me to do.  I know that He has plans for me as well as 

ÐÌÁÎÓ ÆÏÒ #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎ %ÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÔ 3ÔȢ!ÎÎÅȭÓ ÁÎÄ ÁÍ ÖÅÒÙ ÅØÃÉÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÓÅÅ ×ÈÁÔ ÉÓ ÉÎ ÓÔÏÒÅȢ 

Some of you may be wondering what is going to happen with the Christian Education program as I step 

down.  The vestry has appointed a search team to  address this opening, look for more news on this in this 

edition of the Good News.  During the interim period between January 8th and when this position is filled 

the Christian Education team will be filling the gaps.  I ask that you and your families keep the search com-

mittee in your prayers as well as future applicants. 

I cannot even begin to express my enjoyment and gratitude over the past 3+ years working with the chil-

ÄÒÅÎȟ ÐÁÒÅÎÔÓȟ ÐÁÒÉÓÈÉÏÎÅÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÓÔÁÆÆ ÁÔ 3ÔȢ !ÎÎÅȭÓȢ  ) ÁÍ ÓÏ ÂÌÅÓÓÅÄ ÁÎÄ ÇÒÁÔÅÆÕÌ ÔÈÁÔ ÍÙ ÆÁÍÉÌÙ ÁÎÄ ) ÁÒÅ 

ÒÅÍÁÉÎÉÎÇ Á ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 3ÔȢ !ÎÎÅȭÓ ÆÁÍÉÌÙ ÁÓ ÏÕÒ ÈÏÍÅ ÐÁÒÉÓÈȢ  ) ×ÉÌÌ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÅ ÓÅÒÖÉÎÇ ÁÓ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÌÅÁÄÅÒÓ 

for our youth group and am guessing that I may also be called to serve in other areas as time goes on.  

Thank you all for the prayers, advice, help you have given to me over the years.  God Bless all of you! 
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Outreach  

UTO  
We collected $ 198.51 for the United Thank Offering in November, making the total  
$ 767.19 for 2011. 

 

GIVING TREE 
A gracious thank- you to our Angels who helped with the 2011 Giving Tree.  The collection 
of gifts for 20 children of prisoners included clothing and a toy.  These wrapped gifts were 
then hand-ÄÅÌÉÖÅÒÅÄ ÂÙ !ÎÇÅÌÓ ÏÆ 3Ô !ÎÎÅȭÓ #ÈÕÒÃÈȢ   The Giving Tree also served 6 De Pere 
Families, consisting of 11 adults and 14 children.  Practical gifts were requested this 
year.  Popular items included coffee-makers, towels and winter boots and jackets, with 
very few toy requests.  One of the DPCO families requested gifts delivered.  In addition, 
food boxes, fruit baskets, hams and basic food staples were given to each De Pere family.  

 

HOMELESS SHELTER 
A warm thank-ÙÏÕ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÌÌÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÂÅÄÄÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÏÆÆÉÃÅ ÓÕÐÐÌÉÅÓ ÎÅÅÄÅÄ ÆÏÒ *ÏÈÎȭÓ 
Homeless Shelter. With the increase of adults using the shelter, these items were greatly 
appreciated.  If you would to donate any additional items, please check with Fr. Mike  
3ÃÏÌÁÒÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÓÈÅÌÔÅÒȭÓ ÎÅÅÄÓȢ   

 

*NEXT MEETING 
January 15th, Sunday 9-9:50  
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Parish Life  

About the Youthéééé.. 

Advent Lock In 


